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STANDING RULES OF THE SENATE ø6.4¿

a brief statement of the contents of each petition, memorial, 
or paper presented to the Senate, shall be entered. 

4.1d (d) The legislative, the executive, the confidential legisla-
tive proceedings, and the proceedings when sitting as a 
Court of Impeachment, shall each be recorded in a separate 
book. 

4.22. During a session of the Senate when that body is in 
continuous session, the Presiding Officer shall temporarily 
suspend the business of the Senate at noon each day for 
the purpose of having the customary daily prayer by the 
Chaplain.

5RULE V 

SUSPENSION AND AMENDMENT OF THE RULES 

5.11. No motion to suspend, modify, or amend any rule, 
or any part thereof, shall be in order, except on one day’s 
notice in writing, specifying precisely the rule or part pro-
posed to be suspended, modified, or amended, and the pur-
pose thereof. Any rule may be suspended without notice 
by the unanimous consent of the Senate, except as other-
wise provided by the rules. 

5.22. The rules of the Senate shall continue from one Con-
gress to the next Congress unless they are changed as pro-
vided in these rules.

6RULE VI 

QUORUM—ABSENT SENATORS MAY BE SENT FOR 

6.11. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the Senators 
duly chosen and sworn. 

6.22. No Senator shall absent himself from the service of 
the Senate without leave. 

6.33. If, at any time during the daily sessions of the Senate, 
a question shall be raised by any Senator as to the presence 
of a quorum, the Presiding Officer shall forthwith direct 
the Secretary to call the roll and shall announce the result, 
and these proceedings shall be without debate. 

6.44. Whenever upon such roll call it shall be ascertained 
that a quorum is not present, a majority of the Senators 
present may direct the Sergeant at Arms to request, and, 
when necessary, to compel the attendance of the absent 
Senators, which order shall be determined without debate; 
and pending its execution, and until a quorum shall be 
present, no debate nor motion, except to adjourn, or to re-
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